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opposition members unmercifully flogged Walpole for his failure to insist upon

its abandonment by Spain.   One of the principal speakers from the opposition

benches was a young man called William Pitt, who had already incurred the

king's displeasure for his speech on the question of the prince's allowance.    But

Walpole won the day, though by a much reduced majority;  and orders were

sent out for the recall of the British men-o'-war which had been sent into the1

Mediterranean as a precautionary measure.   Those orders were countermanded

by Newcastle, who suspected (unjustly as it happened) that the Spaniards were

trying to double-cross Great Britain by making an alliance with France; and

war therefore became inevitable.

" The War of Jenkins' Ear " was an unspectacular affair. Walpole had
been forced into it against his better judgment by an opposition which displayed
its factiousness by moving the reduction of the army after war was declared.
" They are ringing their bells/' said Walpole bitterly as he listened to the
.merry peals which greeted the declaration of war on igth October 1739; " they
soon will be wringing their hands." Vernon captured Porto Bello : Wentworth,
however, failed lamentably in his attacks on Carthagena and Santiago. But
this little war was soon obscured by the much greater war which embroiled
Europe.

It might be said that the fate of Europe was determined by the deaths of
three important persons in 1740. On 3ist May Frederick William I. of Prussia
died, and left to his son a first-rate fighting machine and a political testament
which hinted how best that fighting machine might be used for the advance-
ment of Prussia. On I7th October the death of the Empress Anne of Russia
put the youth Ivan VI. on the Russian throne. Three days later the Emperor
Charles VI. died. The signal had been given for the Powers to make a mad
scramble for the Austrian possessions which by the Pragmatic Sanction Charles-
had hoped to preserve for the enjoyment of his successor Maria Theresa.

Deprived of Russian support and threatened by Turkish attacks Austria
was in a vulnerable position; and on i6th December 1640, without the slightest-
warning, the Prussian king sent his troops into the Austrian province of Silesia.
It was " an ugly business," as the Westphalian Osterman observed; for Prussia,
was one of the many European states which had guaranteed the Pragmatic
Sanction. By the victory at Mollwitz (April 1741) Frederick was confirmed
in his possession of Lower Silesia. Once again Walpole hoped to localise the
war, and British agents at Vienna urged Maria Theresa to come to terms
with the Prussians, even though it meant confirming them in their recent
conquests.

The situation was complicated by the question of the imperial succession.
Maria Theresa as a woman was barred from the imperial dignity, but her husband
Francis of Lorraine was eligible for election, and his claims were hotly canvassed.